
A Meeting With Jesus
(Read John 18:33-40)

“Je sus an swered, My king dom is not of this
world; if my king dom were of this world, then
would my ser vants fight, that I should not be de -
liv ered to the Jews; but now my king dom is not
from hence.  Pi late there fore said unto him, Art
thou a king then?  Je sus an swered, Thou sayest
that I am a king, to this end have I been born, and
to this end am I come into the world, that I should
bear wit ness unto the truth.  Ev ery one that is of
the truth heareth my voice.”         John 18:36-37

i late just had to meet Je sus.  He would much
rather not do so, but there was no way around. 
The mo ment fi nally came when he had to stand

face to face with the Sav ior of the world and ei ther
con demn or re lease Him.  This was un doubt edly the 

most se ri ous event in the life of this Ro man proc u ra tor.
Ev ery per son who has been in structed in the Word of

God, and whom the Holy Spirit has thus touched, is bound
to take sides for or against Christ.  Like Pi late, many are
not able to take a clear-cut stand for or against the Sav ior. 
They strug gle along be tween two op po sites, and find
peace nei ther in the world nor with God.    

 These are the most mis er a ble peo ple on earth.  In the
com pany of sin ners they feel God’s judg ment over them;
yet they do not feel at home among Chris tians.  They are at 
a loss ei ther way.  They nei ther go wholly over to Christ’s
side, nor do they dare to re ject Him com pletely.

Why is it so dif fi cult to take a stand for Christ?  We be -
lieve Him to be good and that He has our wel fare at heart;
should it be so dif fi cult to choose such a one?  

Yes, it is, when that good one is Je sus.
Why pre cisely when it is He?
It is be cause His King dom is not of this world.  He

claims us for an other world and a new life.  He re quires
that we unite our selves with Him alone.  This is the last
thing we earth bound hu man be ings want to do.

Who would have failed to re spond if Je sus had cried,
“Come unto me all ye who de sire money; I will give you
as much as you want.  Come all ye for got ten and ne glected 
ones, and I will give you honor and power.  Come ye who
seek en ter tain ment and amuse ment; this I will pro vide
with out money and with out price.” 

There would have been a mad scram ble to be first. 
Peo ple will stand in line long hours, some times all night,
for an op por tu nity of be ing en ter tained for a cou ple of
hours.  But Je sus does not prom ise to give these things;
con se quently peo ple con clude that there is no joy or sat is -
fac tion in His company.

Who can be more warped than a hu man be ing?  To day 
we live, and to mor row we may be gone; this world can not
of fer us a shred of com fort in the hour of death.  Yet we
love this world so much that we dis miss Him who alone
can sus tain us as we pass through the val ley of shadows.

 A young lady had been moved might ily by the Spirit
of God at church one Sunday eve ning.  Upon reach ing
home, and still in great stress, she con fided these things to
her mother; she there upon urged her daugh ter to give her
heart to the Lord.  But the girl had a date for a dance the
fol low ing Sunday night, and prom ised that she would be -
come a Chris tian af ter that date.  At the dance a week later
she fell in a swoon and was brought home in an un con -
scious con di tion.  She re gained con scious ness just long
enough to speak these de spair ing words, “Eight days too
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late.”  Thus she died.
Many have cho sen as she

did, be cause the King dom of
Christ is not of this world.  They
have lost ev ery thing.  Shall this
be your fate?  Shall your once
pre cious life be lost?

Death may come to the cot ter’s
hut, 
Kings heed his be hest;
In vain we try to suit the door
‘Gainst this un wel come guest.

Je sus knocks in love so gently, 
Closed re mains the door,
Turn ing, He leaves you sadly
Death will leave you nev er more.

What help has the world to
of fer you then, you who re ject
Christ?  

One would think that since it
is such a dif fi cult thing to take a
stand for Christ, it must be an
easy mat ter to get rid of Him. 
Such is not the case, how ever. 
Ev ery time we try to get away
from Je sus we are dis turbed as
Pi late was; a voice within tells
that it will prove to be our ev er -
last ing mis for tune to get away
from Christ.  We can never quite
rid our selves of that thought.  We 
know that it is best for us to con -
tinue as Chris tians.  We know
that if we leave Him we are
headed for a lost eter nity.  So in
spite of temp ta tions to leave our
Lord we are strongly con strained 
to re main with Him.  We can not
quite get away from Him, nor rid
our selves of His presence.

It is true that it is a costly af -
fair to fol low Je sus.  The path in
His steps is not a smooth and
easy one.  But it is also true that it 
costs to de part from Je sus.

The long ing soul cries out
from its prison for Je sus.  Even in 
the depths of his sin the sin ner is
com pelled to lis ten to that plain -
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tive cry from the soul.  The sin ner must face Je sus.  The
words that Paul heard on the Da mas cus road, “It is hard
for thee to kick against the goads,” meet many a per son to -
day also when he tries to get away from Je sus. The goad is
lodged in the heart; ev ery time we kick, the goad hurts us.

Why in your sins do you tarry,
A stranger to God re main?
The world doth de ceive the un wary.
Come to your Sav ior again.

Then no goad shall prod you; your peace shall be like
a river, and your righ teous ness as the mighty waves of the
sea.

Pi late’s great mis take was that he coun seled with the
en e mies of Je sus.  Ev ery time that he was at the point of re -
leas ing Je sus he sought their ad vice rather than to fol low
his own con vic tions.  Three times he faced the Sav ior, was 
gripped by Him, and was ready to dis miss the charges
against Him.  But each time he con ferred with Christ’s en -
e mies, and with each time his fear of man in creased.  Fi -
nally he com pro mised on his convictions.

The same thing hap pens to day.  Young peo ple glance
ques tion ingly in the di rec tion of their friends; the wife
won ders if her hus band will be pleased if she be comes a
Chris tian; and the busi ness man fears the dis ap proval of
his busi ness as so ci ates.  Fi nally the de sire to be saved
yields to cow ard ice, and the fear of man treads with an
iron heel upon the soul that longs for Jesus.

“Re lease unto us Barabbas!”  This is the cry of the
god less mob that wishes to live as it pleases.  “We have a
law, and ac cord ing to that law He must die.”  This de mand
rises in the hearts of those who have been over pow ered by
sin and who seem to en joy their lib erty apart from God. 
“Re lease Je sus, and you are no lon ger the friend of
Caesar.”  Thus was Pilate bound by the fear of man.  By an
ir re vo ca ble law this same thing hap pens to all who be gin
to walk upon this road.  

There will come a time when you for the last time will
face Je sus and have an op por tu nity to choose life.  The
next move will be His.  He will judge you ac cord ing to
your works of re fus ing His sal va tion.

For Christ’s sake and your own, de part from this dan -
ger ous path.  Be warned by Pi late’s ex am ple, and give
Christ the power in your life.  Place your self on the side of
your Sav ior, and heed not the taunts of the god less throng.  
Then He will deal with you in grace, and you shall find life 
eter nal.  

Taken from “Spirit and Power” by Ludvig Hope, 
‘A Meeting with Jesus’.

“I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of
my God, than to dwell in the tents of

wickedness.”     Ps. 84:10

We like to do things our own way be cause we are
stub born, self ish and sin ful.  See how eas ily you choose
the wrong thing some times!  A child may some time wish
he could run and play in stead of be ing in Sunday school an 
hour.  But, that is not the way it works when you learn to
know how blessed and good it is to be a child of God.

A Chris tian man from Scot land went to work for a rich 
farmer, but he stayed there only a very few days.  A friend
of his asked him: “Have you left your job again?”

“Yes.”
“But why?  Was it too hard?”
“Did n’t you get enough pay then?”
“Oh, yes, the pay was good enough.”
“But then, why did you leave?”
This was his rea son.  He said: “There was no roof on

that house!”
What did he mean?  He meant that in that house there

was no fam ily de vo tion and no god li ness, and he could not 
en dure it.

Maybe there is noth ing great in your home, but your
fam ily loves Je sus.  How thank ful you should be for a dear 
home where Je sus is the hon ored guest.  Then you can say:

“I had rather be a door keeper in the house of my God,
than to dwell in the tents of wick ed ness.”

Dear Lord Je sus, make us very, very thank ful for our
home, our church, and the lit tle things in life which are so
great.  May Je sus be with us al ways.  In Je sus’ name. 
Amen.

I love Thy King dom, Lord,
The house of Thine abode,
The Church our blest Re deemer saved
With His own pre cious blood.  

Taken from the devotional book: “Altar Steps”
by Pastor R. P. Haakonson 

Ed i tor’s Note:  This fine de vo tional book is avail able
from us and it is es pe cially ‘good’ for fam i lies with ‘chil -
dren’ in their midst.  The sug gested do na tion is five dol lars 
plus a dol lar for han dling and ship ping.
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“If we abide by the prin ci ples taught in the Bi ble, our
coun try will go on pros per ing and to pros per; but if we
and our pos ter ity ne glect its in struc tions and au thor ity,
no man can tell how sud den a ca tas tro phe may over -
whelm us and bury our glory in pro found ob scu rity.”

Dan iel Web ster, Amer i can States man, 1782 - 1852



At Ease in Zion
“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the

moun tain of Sa maria, which are named chief of the na tions, 
to whom the house of Is rael came!  (Deu ter on omy 33:26).

Zion (or Je ru sa lem) was the cap i tal of Ju dah, the south -
ern king dom, and Sa maria was the cap i tal of the north ern
king dom, Is rael.  De spite the un god li ness ram pant in both
na tions, as well as suf fer ing due to drought and other judg -
ments sent by God, the lead ers in Zion and Sa maria were
still liv ing in dec a dent lux ury, and most of the peo ple were
fol low ing their ex am ple.  The rus tic prophet Amos was
thus called by God to pro nounce com ing judg ment on both
na tions and es pe cially on their lead ers. 

God’s na ture and God’s prin ci ples do not change. 
“For I am the LORD, I change not” (Malachi 3:6).  If God
was an gry with those of His an cient peo ple who were liv -
ing in af flu ent ease while in dif fer ent to the sin in the na -
tion and in their own lives, must this not be true also in
mod ern “Chris tian” Amer ica?  Have evan gel i cal Chris -
tians to day be come “lov ers of plea sures more than lov ers
of God” (2 Tim o thy 3:4)?  One should at least raise the ques -
tion when their churches be come ca the drals and their
homes be come show places, when their mu sic stirs their
feel ings but not their souls, when they spend more time in
“rest and rec re ation” than with the Lord and His Word,
and when they be gin to al low “the care of this world, and
the de ceit ful ness of riches (to) choke the word” so that
they be come “un fruit ful” (Mat thew 13:22).

God was long suf fer ing with Is rael, but judg ment fi -
nally came to them.  Per haps He has been call ing to us in
the earth quake and the hur ri cane, the drought and the
flood, the fam ine and the pes ti lence, tell ing us that judg -
ment is com ing.  Are we at ease in Zion, say ing, “Soul,
…take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry” (Luke 12:19)? 
If so, may God stir us to re pen tance and re ded i ca tion! 
HMM 

Taken from “Days of Praise” by 
The Institute for Creation Research

Permission Granted.

Read Rev e la tion 6-8 

The ex ile of John on Patmos, and the suf fer ing tak ing
place in Smyrna (Rev e la tion 2:8-9), are ex am ples of the
per se cu tion that was in ten si fy ing through out the Ro man
Em pire.

In to day’s read ing, we are thrilled to view a great mul -
ti tude which no one could num ber, from all na tions … 
These stood be fore the throne and be fore the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palm (branches) in their

hands.  They cried with a loud voice, say ing, (we owe our)
sal va tion to our God, who is seated upon the throne, and
to the Lamb (7:9-10).  Eter nal life is the point of fo cus for
this white-robed, palm-bear ing mul ti tude, who over came
Sa tan, and are, at last, in the pres ence of their Lord.  All
who have ex pe ri enced sal va tion through Je sus Christ will
re joice with the hosts in Heaven through out eter nity.  This
rev e la tion was not only com fort ing, but strength ened the
faith of first-cen tury Chris tians who faced fierce op po si -
tion from a hos tile world.  

Each gen er a tion of be liev ers dis cov ers that the op po si -
tion is strong, the wicked nu mer ous, and the de cep tions so
sub tle that, in our hu man strength and wis dom, we would
eas ily lose heart or be led astray.  Down through the ages,
those who have had their hearts set upon liv ing for Je sus
have al ways been a small mi nor ity.  As Je sus fore told: Nar -
row is the way that leads to life, and few are those who find
it (Mat thew 7:14).  How ever, as the heav ens were opened on
Patmos, we re al ize that the to tal pop u la tion of Heaven will
con tinue to in crease un til Je sus re turns.  These faith ful
Chris tians may not have had much of earth’s  plea sures, but
now they are prais ing the Lord with a loud voice  …Say ing,
Amen: Bless ing, and glory, and wis dom, and thanksgiving,
and honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever
and ever.  Amen (Rev e la tion 7:9-12).

Glory de scribes the splen dor of His true na ture.  Wis -
dom re veals the su prem acy of His knowl edge which is
avail able to us through His Word (1 Co rin thi ans 1:30;
Colossians 2:3; James 1:5-6).  Thanksgiving is a nat u ral
ex pres sion of our grat i tude to the Lord for all His boun ti -
ful bless ings.  He alone is wor thy of our high est praise
(Rev e la tion 4:11).  Power points to the su prem acy of God
over both good and evil forces, and His un lim ited abil ity
to ful fill His promises (Ephesians 3:20).   

The con clud ing Amen, which means “so be it,” sig ni -
fies the full sup port of the in nu mer a ble host of peo ple who 
stand be fore the throne.  They shall hun ger no more, nei -
ther thirst any more …For the Lamb who is in the midst of
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them to liv ing
foun tains of wa ters; and God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes (Rev e la tion 7:16-17).

Life is ex ceed ingly short com pared to eter nity; and
the tri als we are now pass ing through will seem in sig nif i -
cant com pared to the glo ri ous priv i lege of soon be ing in
the pres ence of the King of kings and sing ing His praises.

These vic to ri ous ones have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb (7:14).  God de -
serves our high est praise for what He is in Him self, and for 
His great love in giv ing us eter nal life.

There fore they are be fore the throne of God and serve
Him day and night in His Tem ple (Rev e la tion 7:15).  

Taken from “Bi ble Path way”, De cem ber, 1999
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Ed i to rial 
RES

GOD HAS THE FINAL WORD! 
“For ever, O LORD, Your word is set tled in heaven.”  “…but the word of God is not

chained.  For I am not ashamed of the gos pel of Christ, for it is the power of God to sal va -
tion for ev ery one who be lieves…”  (Psalm 119:89, II Tim o thy 2:9 and Romans 1:16)

A friendly ac quain tance of ours will gra ciously in -
vite us to visit and us ing the ex pres sion: “Come over
and kill some time”.  But the bot tom line is that you can
not kill time with out hurt ing eter nity!  Time is a gift
from God and ‘we’ are ac count able how we in vest it! 
Even ‘our’ ‘words’ we are ac count able for!  “But I say
to you that for ev ery idle word men may speak, they will
give ac count of it in the day of judg ment” Mat thew
12:36.

Be ing now is the month of Feb ru ary I am think ing
of the story of the gen tle man who is ex press ing in a let -
ter to his ‘girl friend’ how much he loves her.  In this let -
ter he shares that just to be with her in her pres ence, he
is will ing is go through hail, storm, cold weather, etc.
and then states if it is warm and sunny he will be over to
see her.   (Sounds like a fair weather Chris tian - IF there 
is such a thing)    Re ally our love for JESUS is tested by
our obe di ence to His Word!

Is n’t it mar vel ous that God knows ‘my’ heart like
an open book; that He knows my very in tent and mo ti -
va tion, and as a ‘be liever,’ it is more mar vel ous that
with re pen tance and con fes sion, I have ALL my SINS
brought un der the Blood of our cru ci fied and risen Sav -
ior, and thus for given and for got ten by Al mighty
God for eter nity!  “This is a faith ful say ing: For if we
died with Him, We shall also live with Him.  If we en -
dure, We shall also reign with Him.  If we deny Him, He
also will deny us.  If we are faith less, He re mains faith -
ful; He can not deny Himself” II Timothy 2:11-13.

“You have dealt well with Your ser vant, O LORD,
ac cord ing to Your word.  Teach me good judg ment and
knowl edge, For I be lieve Your com mand ments.  Be fore
I was af flicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word”
Psalm 119:65-67.

As we ‘con tend for the faith’ (Jude 3), we need to be 
aware of the fact that ‘lib er al ism’ creeps in wher ever it
gets a chance.  Could it also be true to day when fre -
quently at ‘Bi ble Stud ies’ etc. we hear:  ‘I think’, or
‘that’s how I feel’, or ‘how do you think so and so felt
back in the Bi ble times?’  By NO means am I seek ing to
quench free in put into a Bi ble Study or a Fel low ship
gath er ing: BUT in one sense of the WORD who cares

what you and I think, feel - but what does the WORD
say for af ter all that is the ‘Fi nal Au thor ity’!  Be care ful
though as “How ever, when He, the Spirit of truth, has
come, He will guide you into all truth: for He will not
speak on His own au thor ity, but what ever He hears He
will speak: and He will tell you things to come.  He will
glo rify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and de clare
it to you” John 16:13-14.  “If you love Me, keep My
com mand ments.  And I will pray the Fa ther, and He will 
give you an other Helper, that He may abide with you
for ever - the Spirit of truth, whom the world can not re -
ceive, be cause it nei ther sees Him nor knows Him; but
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in
you”  John 14:15-17.  As Hans Neilsen Hauge stated:
“A be liever (Chris tian) is re moved from the con dem na -
tion of the Law, but not com pli ance to the Law.”    

I re al ize that some folk don’t like to ‘hear’ sound
doc trine based on the Holy Word of God as they have
‘itch ing ears’ (II Tim o thy 4:1-5); but that’s ‘their’ prob -
lem!  (Likely we have some even among our ‘read ers’ of 
the Morn ing Glory who don’t like to be told the
TRUTH: but we are to tell the Truth in love!  (Ephe sians 
4:15)

Our house dog, Mickey, a Lhasa Apso, so of ten re -
minds me of our strug gles/bat tles be tween the ‘old na -
ture’ and the ‘new na ture) (II Cor. 5:17) as he has such
an af fec tion ate, lov ing man ner, and yet he sees how far
he can stretch his free dom and yet be in good stand ing
with his mas ter.   Ac tu ally you don’t have to do any -
thing to drift!  An ad mo ni tion es pe cially for the be liever 
is found in He brews 2:1-3; “There fore we must give the
more ear nest heed to the things we have heard, lest we
drift away.  For if the word spo ken through an gels
proved stead fast, and ev ery trans gres sion and dis obe di -
ence re ceived a just re ward, how shall we es cape if we
ne glect so great a sal va tion,…”  The song writer of
“Come, Thou Fount of Ev ery Bless ing” so wisely put it
in stan zas three: 

“O to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m con strained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fet ter, 
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee.  
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ENCOURAGEMENT
By Pas tor Paul Larson, 

De troit Lakes, MN

Chris tians need en cour age ment.  Our lives here on
earth are filled with tri als and spir i tual bat tles and it is easy
to get weary.  No won der the Bi ble speaks of ten of en cour -
age ment.  In He brews 10:24-25 we read, “and let us con -
sider how to stim u late one an other to love and good deeds,
not for sak ing our own as sem bling to gether, as is the habit
of some, but en cour ag ing one an other, and all the more as
you see the day draw ing near.”  Je sus said things like,
“Come unto me …And I will give you rest”, (Matt. 11:28)
“Let not your heart be trou bled” (Jn. 14:1) and “take cour -
age son, your sins are for given.” (Mt. 9:2)

I be lieve if Chris tians are go ing to fol low His ex am ple
we need to be en cour ag ers.  Be pos i tive rather than neg a -
tive, say kind things vs. neg a tive things, etc.  I think the best 
way to en cour age some one is to re mind them of what they
have in Je sus.  Sin is for given, eter nal life is gained; we
have hope in the midst of a dreary world.  All be cause Je sus
died and rose again!  Of course the hope is of fered to those
who be lieve; the end of the un be liever is not one that can be
en cour aged.  With out Christ there is no for give ness, no
hope and no eternal life.

Be liev ers should be filled with hope and that hope
should be seen in en cour ag ing oth ers.  What He brews
10:25 is tell ing us is that as we near the time of Christ’s re -
turn we need to be en cour ag ing each other more, not less! 

Ev ery Chris tian can be an en cour ager, if they choose to be
one!  This is not a spe cial gift or tal ent.  It is a mind-set.  You 
de ter mine in your heart if you are go ing to en cour age some -
one or dis cour age them.  Then, as the old ad ver tis ing line
says, “just do it”.  The amaz ing thing about be ing an en -
cour ager is that it be gins to affect your own spiritual life.

En cour ag ers are joy ful Chris tians.  As you en cour age
oth ers you find your self be ing up lifted.  I have of ten told
peo ple who are suf fer ing de pres sion to go out and do some -
thing for some one else, en cour age some one else.  One of
the causes of de pres sion is that a per son fo cuses on self
rather than oth ers.  When you reach out to help or en cour -
age oth ers it will lift you out of your depression.

There is an other rea son to be en cour aged.  A dis cour -
aged Chris tian is a weak and de feated Chris tian, one who
can eas ily be tempted.  Chris tians, take cour age, your sins
have been for given, you have a Sav ior who is with you al -
ways and is wait ing to help you in ev ery sit u a tion.  He is
will ing to for give you when you fail and help you get
started on the right path again.  Is n’t it en cour ag ing to know 
that Je sus never fails?  He wants you to be en cour aged by
the truth that you are for given.  Now go out and bring that
good news to others.

Taken from ‘Revival Tidings’
January–February 2011

Prone to wan der, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above.” 

Is n’t it some thing that the ‘old na ture’ ac tu ally
grows: “that you put off, con cern ing your for mer con -
duct, the old man which grows cor rupt ac cord ing to the
de ceit ful lusts” Ephe sians 4:22 and thus the spir i tual rec -
ipe is Ephe sians 4:17-24.  But some will say: ‘that I am
just hu man’ which is not true if you are a child of God! 
“Or do you not know that your body is the tem ple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and
you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price;
there fore glo rify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s” I Corinthians 6:19-20. 

Ac cord ing to God in the book of James; for an ex am -
ple states: “Thus also faith by it self, if it does not have
works, is dead” James 2:17.  (Ephe sians 2:8-10).

If I am not mis taken Mar tin Lu ther states that a ‘liv -
ing faith’ al ways strug gles and ends up at Cal vary.  

No doubt there will be some of you who will say in
es sence that this in deed is a heavy ed i to rial (which is
true) and af ter read ing this I don’t feel much like a Chris -
tian!  By the way, how is a Chris tian sup posed too feel?
Well, let’s go again to the Fi nal Au thor ity!  Romans 10:4
has been such a bless ing to me of late.  “For Christ is the
end of the law for righ teous ness to ev ery one who be -
lieves”.

Re mem ber, God’s Word, the Bi ble, is GRACE and
God wants only the very best for you and I in this life and 
in the life to come; through His In fi nite mercy and love!  
That’s why I need to sub mit to God and His Word   Yet
ev ery one of us will stand one day in di vid u ally be fore
God and hear ei ther those dread ful words ‘de part from
me’ be fore the Judg ment Seat of Christ; and hear that we
have been la bor ing in the flesh, or in obe di ence to the
Holy Spirit/Word of God.  Af ter all, HE has the Fi nal
WORD.   

Ec cle si as tes 3:17, Romans 14:10, II Co rin thi ans
5:10 OR Rev e la tion 20:11-15.

GOD HAS THE FINAL WORD!



From Our Fellowship Circle

V. & J. V. Hetland, SD
We would like to share some of our Christ mas bless ing
with you!  The Morn ing Glory has been ap pre ci ated for
many years and we pray that it may con tinue for many
more years; if the Lord tar ries.

E. & M. T. North wood, ND
Thank you for faith fully send ing the Morn ing Glory.  It
prob a bly is 50 years since I was in spired by at tend ing your 
Bi ble Con fer ence in Min ne ap o lis.

Your lit tle pa per has one pur pose in mind, and that is that
sin ners will find the Lord and that be liev ers may be nur -
tured and ed i fied; and may that never change nor let up.  

I am now 93 years old.   

Anon y mous 
This check is given in honor of Mr.  …80th Birth day.  God
Bless You.

Mrs. D. K. Hiawatha, KS
Thank you for your won der ful sto ries and les sons in the
Morn ing Glory.

I use some for de vo tions that we do on the tele phone.

Praise God for Morn ing Glory!

M. J. J. Hixton, WI
Thank you for your “Morn ing Glory” pub li ca tion.  I will
pray you will be able to con tinue to send it out as there are
so few places to read the Truth in this day and age.  So
many peo ple wish to have their ears tick led or choose to
not to hear at all.  Please con tinue to stand strong in the
Faith.  God bless your min is try.  

Mrs. G. J. Aus tin, MN
En closed is a gift for the Morn ing Glory and the work you
are do ing as we so ap pre ci ate the mag a zine.  It al ways
con tains such good and en cour ag ing ar ti cles.  

I would ap pre ci ate ex ten sion of the Morn ing Glory to
those whom we re quested be fore.  Thanks so much.

J. C. J. Pel i can Rap ids, MN
A good thing to do is drop you a note and thank you for
stay ing true to the WORD!  I en joy the Morn ing Glory and 

have for years.   

Please find a check en closed to keep shar ing the WORD.

N. H.  Ne vada, IA
En closed is a check for the Morn ing Glory pub li ca tion. 
God Bless you for your faith ful ness for send ing out the
Good News of the Gos pel.

B. H. Bloom ing Prai rie, MN
Thank you for be ing faith ful to the Lord.  Your re ward is
wait ing for you in eter nity.  May your heart be en cour aged
by Jude 1:24-25.  

I be lieve the catch ing away of the ‘Church’ is near!  (Ed i -
tor: So do I!)

J. & J. H. Ames, IA
En closed is our Me mo rial gift to the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory in mem ory of
Mr. Lester Hinderaker, who is my cousin as our fa thers
were twins …

Thank you for your min is try through the Morn ing Glory. 
We look for ward to re ceiv ing it and read ing the ar ti cles.

God Bless you.  En closed is a check for $... in Lester’s
mem ory.

L.V. T. St. Hilaire, MN
This was a poem I got this Christ mas and it was writ -

ten by a friend; who knew …also.  She went to our church
TRF; but have n’t seen her for a long time.  

I thought you might like the poem for the Morn ing
Glory.  I asked her if it would be OK to send it to you.

En closed is $ …      for Morn ing Glory which is a good
pa per.
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“History fails to record a precedent in which nations
subject to moral decay have not passed into political and
economic decline.  There has been either a spiritual awakening
to overcome the moral lapse, or a progressive deterioration to
ultimate national disaster.”

Gen eral Douglas Mac Ar thur



The “No Mores” of Revelation
By A. J. Gordon  (1836-1895)

You will ob serve how the hap pi ness of our glo ri fied
state is de scribed en tirely by neg a tive terms - no curse, no
pain, no death, etc.  Thus God tells us what the eter nal
glory shall not be, rather than what it shall be.  Does not
the pho tog ra pher use a neg a tive with which to take your
pic ture?  The prin ci ple is pre cisely the same.

The neg a tives are used in or der to show us the pos i -
tive.  We know what suf fer ing and pain and death are;
show us their op po sites, and we shall have the best pos si -
ble idea of the per fect state.  These neg a tives are given to
us in seven terms: 

1. No more sea (Rev. 21:1)
2. No more sor row (vs. 4)
3. No more cry ing (vs. 4)
4. No more pain (vs. 4)
5. No more curse (22:3)
6. No more night (v. 5)
7. No more death (21:4)

1. No More Sea!
How did Christ de scribe the pres ent dis turbed and

trou bled state of things in His ser mon on the last things? 
He speaks of wars and per se cu tions and dis tress and then
adds, “The sea and the waves roar ing; Men’s hearts fail -
ing them for fear, and for look ing af ter those things which
are com ing on the earth” (Luke 21:25, 26).

Twice our Lord was with His dis ci ples on the stormy
sea.  The first time, He calmed the waves; the sec ond time
He calmed their hearts in the storm be fore calm ing the wa -
ters.  The lat ter is what He does now.  He gives to His peo -
ple peace in con flict, but not yet peace from con flict.  “In
the world ye shall have trib u la tion,”  He says in John
16:33.  But in the same verse, He says, “In me ye might
have peace.”   

Dur ing this whole pres ent or der of things, there will
be tu mult and dis or der and strife.  “The wicked are like the 
trou bled sea, when it can not rest, whose wa ters cast up
mire and dirt” (Isa. 57:20).  In the midst of all this storm and
up heaval, it is pos si ble for us to sink into Christ that we
might have calm ness and qui et ness of spirit, so that “the
peace of God, which passeth all un der stand ing, shall keep 
(our) hearts and minds through Christ Je sus” (Phil. 4:7).

Christ calms the heart now, but only when He co mes
in glory will He calm the sea.  Then, stretch ing His
nail-pierced hands over the great deeps of the world’s sor -
rows, He will say, “Peace, be still.”  All the waves will be
hushed into si lence, all tur bu lence stilled, all strife ended;

and there will be only that peace which is like a river flow -
ing forth from the City of God to all earth’s weary na tions.

2. No More Sor row!
We take no mel an choly view of things, but we be lieve

that a per fectly can did es ti mate com pels the con vic tion
that the sum of hu man mis ery in the world vastly out -
weighs the sum of hu man hap pi ness.  Job gave in a few
words the in spired es ti mate of hu man life: “Man that is
born of a woman is of few days, and full of trou ble” (14:1).

Those whose out ward lot is most for tu nate con fess
that they are haunted by a strange mel an choly at times, a
kind of home sick ness, as though some how they had wan -
dered away from their fa ther’s house.

No tice how the psalm ist ex presses this: “Oh that I
had wings like a dove!  For then would I fly away, and be
at rest” (56:6); but as the dove sent forth from Noah’s ark
found no rest for the soles of its feet, so it is with the rest -
less hu man spirit.  It may change the scene, but it es capes
not the sor row.  

There is no place to build its nest where it can not be
reached by the storm and shaken by the tem pest.  “Who
are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their win -
dows?” asks the prophet (Isa. 60:8).  It is the Home-go ing of 
God’s saved.  The win dows of the New Je ru sa lem are at
last open; man’s long-lost home in Par a dise is re stored to
him.  He hears a word ut tered that was never spo ken since
Adam was thrust forth from Par a dise – “There shall be no
more sor row.”

3. No More Cry ing!
Tears are the out ward em blem of sor row, and now

God has wiped away all tears from the eyes of them that
mourn.  And there shall be “no more …cry ing.”  Do you
know of any prom ise any where like that? 

We hear peo ple talk about the blessed re lease of death, 
but the death that gives you re lease opens a foun tain of
sor row that years can not close in the hearts of those whom
you leave be hind.  “Put thou my tears into thy bot tle,”
prays Da vid (Ps. 56:8).   

We have read that in an cient graves in the East, they
have found vi als laid away with the dead – sup posed to be
those in which their mourn ing friends gath ered their tears
for the de parted and trea sured them up.  Whether or not
the fact is lit er ally true, it is sym bol i cally true.  

From the time of the first death in the hu man fam ily,
there are few out of the myr i ads who have died who have
not had some per son to mourn for them.  A vial of tears has 
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been put into ev ery grave.  Tell me, can you con ceive of
any state ment so ex pres sive of the in fi nite tri umph of
peace and bless ed ness as this: “And there shall be no more 
…cry ing”?

4. No More Pain!
It is a pa thetic fact that as we ad vance in re fine ment

and cul ture, we be come pro por tion ately more sus cep ti ble
to pain.  The more per fectly the nerves are tuned, the more
sen si tive they are to dis cord, so that the dif fer ence be -
tween a saint and a sav age is as the dif fer ence be tween a
Cremona vi o lin and an In dian tom-tom.  The lat ter, be -
cause it is dis cord it self, knows no dis cord; and so the sav -
age has only a dull ap pre hen sion of the highest pain.

But let the soul be tuned by the hand of God, and how
sen si tive it be comes to the suf fer ing of our great hu man ity
– how it thrills with pain at the an guish of the world! 
There fore, in stead of be ing lifted above pain by the Gos -
pel, we are only brought into ac cord with it.  And so God
must change the world be fore He can blot out pain.  And
this He will do – wipe out the last ves tige of sin and woe;
then, and then only, will He wipe the tears from all faces.

5. No More Curse!
The earth, the man and the woman – this trin ity of suf -

ferers from the Fall – will be lifted up into fi nal and in sep -
a ra ble fel low ship with God.

6. No More Night!
“They that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be

drunken are drunken in the night” (1 Thess. 5:7).  “Them
also which sleep in Je sus will God bring with him” (4:14)

when He co mes.
The cem e tery, the sleep ing place, will be un ten anted

of all the saints when Je sus co mes.  Weep ing en dured for
the night, but now it is morn ing, and joy com eth in the
morn ing.  No more night be cause there is:

7. No More Death!  
All hope, all de liv er ance, all vic tory is con tained in

that word.  We say that now of Chris tians, who die a tri um -
phant death.  But such lan guage is true only in a fig ure.  It
can be re ally true only when the trum pet shall sound and
the dead shall be raised in cor rupt ible.

Now, when one dies, life is swal lowed up in de feat;
now, death is the last end ing.  But then will come our glo -
ri ous Friend who shall pluck us out of death’s power.  Not
pa tient sub mis sion to the grave, not the dis em bod ied state
or the un clothed spirit is our su preme at tain ment.  We
await the time when death it self shall die and the grave
shall be for ever bur ied. 

Taken from ‘Sword of the Lord’

“Who also hath made us able min is ters of the
new tes ta ment; not of the let ter, but of the spirit:
for the let ter killeth, but the spirit giv eth life”.  

II Co rin thi ans 3:6.

The let ter kills, while the Spirit gives life.  One can be
as clear as crys tal on doc trine and just as cold and hard in
ap ply ing it to oth ers.  That fact, how ever, is no ex cuse for
dis re gard ing sound doc trine, but a re minder that truth is to
be spo ken in love, while not com pro mis ing.  Of course
there are pe riph eral mat ters upon which there can be dis -
agree ment – but not when it af fects the sal va tion of souls. 
Un for tu nately, a false gos pel is be ing preached to day, and
Paul said that those who do so are un der God’s curse.

The Berean Call

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“My soul trust eth in Thee; yea, in the shadow 
of Thy wings will I make my ref uge, un til

those ca lam i ties be over past” Ps. 57:1.

Here we have an il lus tra tion from the world of na ture;
a young bird is learn ing to fly.  Above him soars a bird of
prey.  The sound of the pow er ful wings of the large bird
fright ens the young bird.  But the mother bird is watch ing.  
She spreads her wings, and un der them the fright ened
fledg ling seeks ref uge.  There the young bird is safe.  The
bird of prey may keep cir cling over head, but the young
bird is no lon ger afraid.  He has taken ref uge un der the
mother’s wings.

In like man ner, a hu man soul may be aware of evil
forces hov er ing over head, dan gers which threaten.  Anx -
iously the soul turns in ev ery di rec tion for de liv er ance;
and the de liv er ance is found with God: “My soul trust eth
in Thee; yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will I make my
ref uge, un til these ca lam i ties be overpast.” 

Taken from “Rest A While” by Fredrik Wisloff

9

The Bible!

We seek to do what Ezra and other teach ers did as they
taught the Is ra el ites in Je ru sa lem: They read in the
Book of the Law of God dis tinctly, and gave the
sense (ex plained its mean ing, by the Grace of
God by the Holy Spirit), and caused them to un -
der stand the read ing (Nehemiah 8:8).  We rec og -
nize the BIBLE as uniquely God’s Book to pre pare
us for eter nity!



The Blessings 
That Remain

There are loved ones who are Miss ing
From the fire side and the feast;
There are faces that have van ished,
There are voices that have Ceased;

But we know they passed for ever
From our mor tal grief and pain, 
And we thank Thee, O our Fa ther,
For the bless ings that re main.

Thanksgiving, oh, thanksgiving
That their love once blessed us here,
That so long they walked be side us
Shar ing ev ery smile and tear;

For the joy the past has brought us
But can never take away,
For the sweet and gra cious Mem o ries
Grow ing dearer ev ery day,

For the faith that keeps us pa tient
Look ing at the things un seen,
Know ing Spring shall fol low Win ter
And the earth again be green,

For the hope of that goad meet ing
Far from mor tal grief and pain –
We thank Thee, O our Fa ther – 
For the bless ings that re main.

For the love that still is left us,
For the friends who hold us dear, 
For the lives that yet may need us
For their guid ance and their cheer,

For the work that waits our do ing,
For the help we can be stow,
For the care that watches o’er us
Wheresoe’er our steps may go,

For the sim ple joys of liv ing,

For the sun shine and the breeze,
For the beauty of the flow ers
And the laden or chard trees,

For the night and for the star light,
For the rain bow and the rain – 
Thanksgiving, O our Fa ther,
For the bless ings that re main.

Annie Johnson Flint (Sword of the Lord)

LONGING FOR HOME

An old Scots man who had been a sol dier in one of the
Eu ro pean wars was sick and dy ing in one of our Amer i can
hos pi tals.  His one de sire was to see Scot land and his old
home and once again walk the heather of the High lands
and hear the bag pipes of the Scot tish regiments.

The night that the old Scot tish sol dier died, a young
man, some what reck less but kind hearted, got a com pany
of mu si cians to come and play un der the old sol dier’s win -
dow; and among the in stru ments there was a bagpipe.

The in stant the mu si cians be gan, the dy ing old man in
de lir ium said, “What’s that; what’s that?  Why, it’s the reg -
i ments com ing home.  That’s the tune; yes, that’s the tune.  
Thank God, I have got home once more!”  “Bonny Scot -
land and Bonny Doon” were the last words he ut tered as
he passed up to the “High lands” of the Better Country.

Hun dreds and thou sands are home sick for Heaven –
some be cause there are so many be reave ments, some be -
cause there are so many temp ta tions, some be cause there
are so many ail ments – but they are home sick, very home -
sick, for the fa ther land of Heaven.  At our best es tate, we
are only pil grims and strang ers here.  Heaven is our home.  
Death will never knock at the door of that man sion, and in
all that coun try there is not a single grave.

How glad par ents are in hol i day times to gather their
chil dren home again!  Oh, how glad our Heav enly Fa ther
will be when He gets all His chil dren home with Him in
Heaven.  And how de light ful it will be for broth ers and
sis ters to meet af ter long sep a ra tion!  Once they parted at
the door of the tomb; now they meet at the door of im mor -
tal ity.  Once they saw only through a glass darkly; now it
is face to face, not cor rup tion but incorruption, not mor tal -
ity but im mor tal ity.  

Selected
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Or i gin of the Races

“These are the fam i lies of the sons of Noah, af ter their 
gen er a tions, in their na tions: and by these were the na -
tions di vided in the earth af ter the flood.”  (Gen e sis 10:32)

This is the con clud ing verse of the tenth chap ter of
Gen e sis, known as “The Ta ble of Na tions.”  It tells us that
all the orig i nal na tions of the world were formed from the
de scen dants of Noah.  The ba sis of this world wide di vi -
sion was their dis per sion at Ba bel (Gen e sis 11:19), “ev ery
one af ter his tongue, af ter their fam i lies, in their na tions”
(Gen e sis 10:5; see also 10:20 and 10:31).  Lest any one think this
list of orig i nal na tions is sim ply folk lore, he should re -
mem ber that Wil liam F. Albright, prob a bly the great est ar -
chae ol o gist of the twen ti eth cen tury, called it “an
as ton ish ingly ac cu rate doc u ment.”  Many eth nol o gists
still speak of Japhet ic, Hami tic, and Se mitic peo ples and
lan guages.

But what about the or i gin of races?  One searches the
Bi ble in vain for this in for ma tion, for nei ther the word nor
the con cept of “race” ap pears in the Bi ble at all!  There is
no such thing as a race – ex cept the hu man race!  Skin
color and other sup posed ra cial char ac ter is tics are mere
recombinations of in nate ge netic fac tors, orig i nally cre -
ated in Adam and Eve to per mit de vel op ment of dif fer ent
fam ily char ac ter is tics as the hu man race was com manded
to mul ti ply and fill the earth (Gen e sis 1:28; 9:1).

“Race” is strictly an evo lu tion ary con cept used by
Dar win, Huxley, Haeckel, and the other nine teenth-cen -
tury evo lu tion ists to ra tio nal ize their white rac ism.  But
from the be gin ning it was not so!  “God that made the
world and all things therein; …hath made of one blood all
na tions of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth”
(Acts 17:24, 26).  “Have we not all one fa ther?  Hath not one
God cre ated us?  Why do we deal treach er ously ev ery man 
against his brother?” (Malachi 2:10).     HMM

Taken from ‘Days of Praise’ by 
The Institute for Creation Research, 

Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

A Doctor and a Pastor
A med i cal doc tor mock ingly asked a pas tor, “You

preach in or der to win souls; have you ever seen a soul?”
“No.”
“Or heard it?”
“No.”
“Or tasted it?”
“No.”
“Or smelled it?”

“No.”
“But you have felt it?”
“Yes.” 
“There fore, of the five senses, four tes tify against the

ex is tence of the soul.”

“You are a doc tor,” the pas tor re joined. “Have you
ever seen a pain?”

“No.”
“Or heard it?”
“No.”
“Or tasted it?”
“No.”
“Or smelled it?”
“No.”
“But you have felt it.”
“Yes.”
“You note then that of the five senses, four tes tify

against the ex is tence of pain.  What would you say if
some one, on the ba sis of this, would try to prove that there
is no pain?”                                          Se lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Most as sur edly, I say to you, he who hears My
word and be lieves in Him who sent Me has ev er last ing
life, and shall not come into judg ment, but has passed
from death into life” John 5:24.  

“Do I know I am saved be cause I am liv ing a good
enough life?  It is true that John writes, “He that saith he
abideth in him ought him self also so to walk, even as he
walked” (I John 2:6).  That is the stan dard - but who would 
dare to say that he walks as Christ walked?  We are not to
sin, but at times we do; in deed, we de ceive our selves if we
deny that.  But Christ never sinned, so how can a sin ner be
said to walk as Christ walked?  As sur ance does n’t come
by the life I live, for then I could not have my as sur ance
upon re ceiv ing Christ, but only af ter I had lived for Him
long enough to ‘Prove’ that I was a real Chris tian.  Paul
says that one who does n’t have even one good work is yet
truly saved if he be lieves on Christ.  John 5:24 says of
those who be lieve, that they have “passed from death unto
life.”  This hap pens at the mo ment of be liev ing on Christ.”

The Berean Call

“’He who be lieves in Him is not con demned; but he
who does not be lieve is con demned al ready; be cause he
has not be lieved in the name of the only be got ten Son of
God.  He who be lieves in the Son has ev er last ing life; and
he who does not be lieve the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him.’”  John 3:18 & 36.

Ed i tor’s Note: To ‘be lieve’ is to come and to come
unto Je sus is be liev ing in ac tion/a liv ing faith.
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Read Matthew 5-6 
Je sus was born in Beth le hem of Judea, but He grew to

man hood in Naz a reth of Gal i lee (Mat thew 2:22-23).  He
left Gal i lee to be bap tized by John the Bap tist in Judea;
but, when Je sus had herd that John was cast into prison,
He de parted into Gal i lee; And leav ing Naz a reth, He came
and dwelt in Capernaum, which is on the sea coast (of
Gal i lee).  …From that time Je sus be gan to preach, and to
say, Re pent: for the King dom of Heaven is at hand …And
His fame went through out all Syria …And there fol lowed
Him great mul ti tudes of peo ple from Gal i lee, and from
…Je ru sa lem, and from Judea, and from be yond Jor dan
(4:12-13, 17, 24-25; see Isa iah 9:1-2).

Near the Sea of Gal i lee, Je sus was fol lowed to an open 
moun tain side where He sat down and, as King of His
King dom, pro claimed ten ba sic prin ci ples to guide the
con duct of those who choose to be cit i zens of His King -
dom.  We know this proc la ma tion as the Ser mon on the
Mount (Mat thew 5-7).  

He be gan by say ing: Blessed are the poor in spirit
(5:3).  No one born into this world is “poor in spirit” by na -
ture.  In stead, our na tures are com pletely op po site.  We are 
born with the proud, self-willed na ture of Adam, and the
world does its ut most to en cour age our pride.  The ba sic
foun da tion for the true be liever is a de sire to be emp tied of 
self-con fi dence and self-will.  Such per sons ac knowl edge
their sins and rec og nize that, with out the Lord, they are
truly poor and des ti tute of spir i tual life, as Je sus said:
With out Me you can do noth ing (that has any eter nal
value) (John 15:5).  Con se quently, they never take credit for
achieve ments, but praise the Lord for His en abling.

Je sus iden ti fied His true dis ci ples by say ing that true
fol low ers hun ger and thirst af ter righ teous ness (Mat thew
5:6).

Our su preme de sire, above ev ery thing else in life, is to 
be come more like Christ, to be a fel low ship with Him, and 
to ac com plish the pur poses for which He cre ated us.  Far
too many pro fess ing Chris tians have not truly made Christ 
as Lord of their lives; they merely hun ger and thirst for
His pres ent bless ings and even tual sal va tion.  They seek
mir a cles, health, wealth, and ma te rial pros per ity.  How -
ever, hun ger ing and thirst ing af ter His righ teous ness is the 
su preme mo tive of all true chil dren of God, who, above
all, seek first His king dom and His righ teous ness, know -
ing that Je sus prom ised: All the things (nec es sary for life)
shall be added to them (6:31-33). 

There is some thing unique and sat is fy ing about the
Word of God, since it is also our source of spir i tual
strength.  Chris tians de sire the sin cere milk of the Word,
that they may grow thereby (1 Pe ter 2:2).

If there fore your eye be sin gle, your whole body shall

be full of light.  But if your eye be evil, your whole body
shall be full of dark ness.  If there fore the light that is in you 
be dark ness, how great is that dark ness!  (Mat thew 6:22-23).

The eye de ter mines the in ten tions of the heart, what
we do and think about.  A sin gle eye has just one pri mary
fo cus or aim, if our de sire is to glo rify God and seek His
honor.  Paul said: To me to live is Christ (Philippians 1:21);
and, if that is the un wa ver ing con vic tion of our hearts,
then the whole body will be full of light.  In con trast, it is
said of the un re gen er ate: The eyes of man are never sat is -
fied (Prov erbs 27:20).  

If, while we pro fess to be a Chris tian, we are merely
de voted to seek ing our own goals in life, then, how great is 
that dark ness!  To il lus trate, the ma jor ity of the re li gious
lead ers of Je sus’ time were long ing for their Mes siah. 
How ever, their con cern was not in wor ship ing and sub -
mit ting to Him as Lord of their lives, but in His res to ra tion
of Is rael’s king dom, which would free them from Ro man
rule.  Our char ac ter is con formed to that which we trea sure 
most.  As a man thinks in his heart, so is he (Prov erbs 23:7).

Taken from ‘Bible Pathway’, October, 1999

Suf fer ing

“The suf fer ings of this pres ent world are not
wor thy to be com pared with the glory which

shall be re vealed in us”   Rom. 8:18.

Suf fer ing has a pe cu liar abil ity to make a per son
self-cen tered.  One who suf fers is apt to be come taken up
with him self and his suf fer ing.  Many suf fer ers are ego -
tists; and the more they per mit their mind to dwell on their
suf fer ing the less bless ing they de rive from their af flic -
tion.

Suf fer ing must be viewed in the light of eter nity.  Only 
then is the rid dle of suf fer ing solved; and not un til then
does the suf ferer re ceive strength to bear his af flic tion. 
“The suf fer ings of this pres ent world are not wor thy to be
com pared with the glory which shall be re vealed in us.” 
When the suf ferer is able to fix his eyes upon eter nal
things, and when his thoughts be come oc cu pied with the
glory which awaits him, then he is re leased from all
self-pity and learns to for get him self and his pain.  And
what is more, in the midst of suf fer ing he ex pe ri ences a
blessed joy and a heav enly strength.  And thus the light of
hope is kin dled even in the darkest night.

Taken from “Rest A While” by Fredrik Wisloff
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“Ask, and it shall be given you.” 
Matt. 7:7

One of our mag a zines brings us a thrill ing story of Lt.
Miller who was wounded when the ship “Strong” went
down on July 4, 1943.  “Land ing on an is land,” Miller
says, “I lay down there to die …So I held a lit tle con ver sa -
tion with the Lord, ly ing there on the edge of the jun gle
that eve ning.  I told Him that if He would give me a lit tle
wa ter, I would get up and do some thing about this sit u a -
tion.  Then I went to sleep.  About 9 P.M. it started to rain. 
The wa ter just poured down.”

Oh, yes, God can an swer prayers even now if we dare
to pray.

Lt. Miller used a palm leaf to catch wa ter.  He was re -
freshed, and af ter many days he was res cued.  Would he
have been res cued if he had not known how to pray? 
“Ask,” says Je sus, “and it shall be given you: seek and ye
shall find: knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  For ev -
ery one that asketh receiveth!” 

Dear Lord Je sus, teach us how to pray.  So of ten we do 
not dare to ask great things of Thee be cause of our lit tle
faith.  Like Lt. Miller may we ask even when things look
hope less.  We pray in Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Be not dis mayed whate’er be tide, God will take care of you:
Be neath His wings of love abide, God will take care of you.
God will take care of you, thro’ ev’ry day, o’er all the way:
He will take care of you, God will take care of you.

Verse by permission, Hope Publ. Co.

Taken from the ‘devotional book’ Altar Steps 
by Pastor  R. P. Haakonson

I Could Sing Again
As I was walk ing along the busy street of my

home-town to day, I heard some one sing ing above the
noise of the traf fic.  It was n’t noisy sing ing – al most like
some one sing ing to him self – but I heard it.  Then I lo cated 
the singer.  He was push ing him self along through the
crowd in a wheel chair by the power of his two arms, the
only use ful limbs he had left.  As I caught up with him, I
said, “A man in a wheel chair sing ing gives ev ery one who
hears him a lift.”  He an swered, “When I stopped look ing
at what I had lost and be gan look ing at all I had left, I
could sing again.”                                                                         Se -
lected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

                                  JESUS
He came to us a tiny babe.
He gave His Life our souls to save.
He lived to show us how to live.
He arose and brought vic tory ‘oer
The grave.

Re joice 
 And 
Bright ho san nas sing …
The Sav ior is
  Our Risen King!

                               Poem by Carmen Gustafson
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DON’T FORGET

We have three very ba sic and Scrip tural pieces of 
Chris tian lit er a ture that are timely ‘gifts’ any time of
the year or for any oc ca sion – very eco nom i cal and
yet they con tinue to ‘min is ter’ on for a long time.  For 
sug gested do na tions we have the fol low ing avail -
able:  The year-long de vo tional book “Al tar Steps”
($5),  “Mir ror of the Heart” ($3), and “Sin ners in
the Hands of An An gry God” ($1).  Please add $1
‘do na tion’ for ship ping of each item re quested .

Also, ‘don’t for get’ that we have a ‘Gos pel Tent’
and ‘equip ment’ which are avail able for Evan ge lis tic
Meet ings, Bi ble Con fer ences and spe cial oc ca sions. 
For fur ther in for ma tion in re gards to the “Gos pel
Tent”, please con tact:  Mr. Paul Pe ter son of Kenyon,
MN at (507) 205-5329.

The Pri or ity of Hard
Work

Do not him who is house less pull down 
the house of an other; but let him la bor
dil i gently and build one for him self,

thus by ex am ple as sur ing that his own
shall be safe from vi o lence when built.   

Abra ham Lin coln



Jesus Christ Our Hope In This World
Colossians 1:26-27, 2:6-10

Townley (Toby) R. Knutson

Do you have hope in your heart to day?  As we look
into God’s in fal li ble Word, we see the Apos tle Paul writ -
ing to the church at Colassae and to you and me.  The
ques tion I raise to you to day is, do you have hope in your
heart?  Now, I am not talk ing of a hope that is kind of a
“hope so”.  Kind of like, I hope it rains to day, or I hope I
don’t get the flu this win ter.   But the Word of God speaks
of a hope for eter nity and thru this truth our hearts are
lifted up in hope to day.  

Have you ever been re ally hop ing for some thing or
that some one would do some thing for you and then you
were crushed be cause you were let down?  Yes, this hap -
pens in this world, but to day lets look at the One who will
never let us down and He is our true hope for all eter nity.

Come with me, right back to the 
ba sics of all spir i tual life:

A. Verse 2:6 - “As ye have there fore re ceived Christ Je sus 
the Lord, …”

1. This verse is speak ing to the born again be liev ers,
those who know the Lord Je sus Christ as their Lord
and Sav iour.  

a. John 1:12 “But as many as re ceived Him, to
them gave He power to be come the sons of God,
even to them that be lieve on His name.”
b. Are you one of these be liev ers?

B. Verses 1:26-27 “Even the mys tery which hath been hid 
from ages and from gen er a tions, but now is made man i fest 
to His saints:  To whom God would make known what is
the riches of the glory of this mys tery among the Gen tiles;
which is Christ in you (or among you), the hope of glory:”

C. Verse 2:6b “…so walk ye in Him;”
2. Friends, if you know the Lord Je sus on a per sonal
ba sis, walk in His truths, walk in His foot steps.  He
only is the source of the hope that we all need.
3. You may ask, how do we “… walk in Him?”

a. I want to tell you that the Pil grim walk with our 
Lord is not a cake walk, so to speak.  There are tri -
als, suf fer ings, per se cu tions and heartaches, but
praise God, Je sus has over come the world and all
of its suf fer ings and gives us hope for eter nity.  

I) I Pe ter 2:21 tells us, “For even here unto
were ye called:  be cause Christ also suf fered
for us, leav ing us an ex am ple, that ye should
fol low His steps.”  Yes, walk in Him!!

D. Verse 2:7  “Rooted and built up in Him, and es tab -
lished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abound ing
therein with thanksgiving.”

4. How are Chris tians rooted and built up in Him?
a. Study ing His Holy Word, pray ing, med i tat ing
on His Word, be ing in Bi ble stud ies, fellow ship -
ping with other be liev ers, serv ing oth ers and yes,
com ing to Cha pel ser vices.

E. Verse 2:8  “Be ware lest any man spoil you through
phi los o phy and vain de ceit, af ter the tra di tion of men, af -
ter the ru di ments of the world, and not af ter Christ.”

5. Dear friends, please lis ten care fully.  The Bi ble
tells us there are false teach ers that would like to bring 
a false gos pel to your ears.  Al ways hold all teach ing
and preach ing up to the Word of God, in clud ing the
mes sage you are hear ing to day.  

F. Verse 2:9  “For in Him dwelleth all the full ness of the
God head bodily.”  

6. Je sus Christ is our all in all.  We must be care ful
when some one would say that, for sal va tion, we need
to do our part.  No, No.  Je sus Christ alone has paid for 
our re demp tion.  
7. This verse is not just empty word ing, but Je sus
Christ is in re al ity our only hope in this sin cursed
world.  He is our Cre ator, Re deemer, Sav iour, Mes -
siah, Je ho vah, Lamb of God, God Him self and yet He
is fully man as well.  He is our blessed hope.  Praise
His Holy Name!
8. Do you know Je sus?  If not, do you want to know
Him?

G. Verse 2:10  “And ye are com plete in Him, which is the
head of all prin ci pal ity and power:”

9. Com plete:  lack ing none of the parts.
10. We bring noth ing to the ta ble of sal va tion apart
from our sin and shame.  
11. Ephe sians 3:19 tells us, “And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowl edge, that ye might be
filled with all the full ness of God.”
12. Ephe sians 1:22-23 “And hath put all things un der
His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to 
the church.  Which is His body, the full ness of Him
that filleth all in all.”

Dear friends, be cause Je sus is the full ness of God, He
is our Re deemer, Cre ator, Sanctifier and He alone took
away the pen alty of our sin, why would any one want to try 
to go any where but to Je sus Christ for his hope.  Je sus is
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our only hope you know.

We see in Ephe sians 2:12 what our cause was like be -
fore Christ came to live in our hearts, “That at that time ye
were with out Christ, be ing aliens from the com mon wealth 
of Is rael, and strang ers from the cov e nants of prom ise,
hav ing no hope, and with out God in the world:”

Also, now in clos ing we want to again see the source
of our hope, “Now our Lord Je sus Christ Him self, and
God, even our Fa ther, which hath loved us, and hath given 
us ev er last ing con so la tion and good hope through
grace.”  Yes, He pro vides good hope and only thru His
grace thru faith.  Amen.

“Who so ever drinketh of the wa ter that I shall give 
him shall never thirst” (John 4:14). 

JESUS knew the hu man heart. He saw its thirst. It is sin
that has 1eft this burn ing thirst. Sin has closed our hearts to
God. And it is the re sult ing vac uum within our souls which
is con stantly cry ing out for some thing, know ing not for
what it cries. 

It turns there fore first to one thing and then to an other in
the hope of quench ing its thirst. Men be gin with di ver sion,
then turn to plea sure, then to amuse ments; many even re sort 
to the mud died wa ters of vice – their souls are so thirsty!

But none of these things help; they af ford only mo men tary 
re lief. Like an an es thetic. But when one co mes out of an an -
es thetic, one is as thirsty as ever, and nau se ated be sides.

There upon many turn to other sources of re lief. 
They throw them selves into their work. They be come

use ful, even out stand ing, prom i nent in their fields. And
their souls feel re lieved for a while. “This was some thing
re ally worth liv ing for,” they say. 

Where upon they pro ceed to fill their souls with love of
honor, gain, or the de sire for power. 

But the more they drink, the more thirsty they be come.
And while men praise them for their abil i ties, in dire dis -
tress their tor tured souls cry out for help. 

It is God for whom you are thirst ing, my friend. 
You your self have un der stood this. At least now and

then. This has been the worst fea ture of it, too, as far as
you have been con cerned. For you would not go to God.
You knew that if you did go you would have to live a dif -
fer ent life. 

As long as you your self in sist upon drink ing poi son, Je -
sus can not help you. 

But if you this day are will ing, Je sus will quench your
thirst ing soul. 

 Taken from “God’s Word For Today” by O. Hallesby
© 1937 Augsburg Publishing House, 1994 Augsburg

Fortress.  Used by permission, Augsburg Fortress.
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Up Date

Making A Difference in Time and ETERNITY!

Faith without works is dead.  For a long time I have been
intrigued and amazed at the statement in the Holy Bible:
“Jesus Saw/sees Their Faith”!  How did ‘Jesus see their
faith’?  By their reaction!  Faith is not only a noun, but a
verb, action/response!

It is indeed with ‘joy’ that we are privileged to report to
‘you’ that the financial income’ the last number of months
has been very encouraging.  Praise the Lord from Whom all 
blessings flow – James 1:17  is so encouraging to know and
realize that we have a ‘congregation of readers’ that are
receptive and do take ‘challenges’ seriously.  We believe
this is definitely of the LORD and thus HE is continuing to
place before ‘us’ an open door that is serious and needed in
these days of Apostasy (falling away).

Let ‘us’ not minimize the authority and power of the Word
of God.  “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from
heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And
make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the
sower And bread to the eater, So shall My word be that goes
forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it
shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.  For you shall go out with joy, And
be led out with peace; The mountains and the hills Shall
break forth into singing before you, And all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands…” Isaiah 55:10 - 13.

Thank you for your prayer support and financial support as
the ‘Spiritual Battles’ continue on.  You invested your time
and resources in something that makes a significant
difference in the lives of a significant number of people.

“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” Ephesians 6:17.

Please continue to pray for the HLIF Board Members and
their families, each aspect of this ministry and for the
salvation of precious souls and nurturing of the blessed little
flock that Jesus calls His own!  Please also pray for the
Hauge Spring Bible Conference to be held at Kasson, MN
on March 18-20.  Thank you again and may each of ‘us’ be
‘steadfast’ in seeking and following the Lord’s direction. 
“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” 1
Corinthians 15:57-58.  By the Grace of God, making no
apologies for the old time Christianity and seeking to
practice the same.  TEAM WORK!

De cem ber In come for Morn ing Glory was approx.
$5,765.00.

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and send ing each is sue of the
Morn ing Glory is app. $2,300 plus con sid er able other
ex penses are in volved.
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HAUGE SPRING BIBLE CONFERENCE

March 18 – 20, 2011 (Fri day eve ning untill Sunday
noon) 
AT Mt. Sion Lu theran Church, Kasson, MN  
Pas tor Lyle Aadahl, Host Pas tor

SCHEDULE:
Fri day, at 7 p.m. – Open ing:  In stru men tal Mu sic and
Singspiration
7:30 p.m. Eve ning Gos pel Ser vice:  Pas tor Willmore
Gundersen, Fergus Falls, MN
Re fresh ments/cof fee fol low ing eve ning ser vice

Sat ur day
8:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. – Con ti nen tal Break fast at the
Church  – Hosted by the Lo cal La dies of Sion Luth.
9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. – Prayer Time 
10:00 a. m. - 11:00 a.m. – Pas tor Rueben Unseth,
Roch es ter, MN
11:05 a.m. - 12:00 – Rodney Stueland, Dilworth, MN

Noon Meal at the church – Hosted by the Lo cal La dies
of Sion Luth.

HLIF Board Meet ing dur ing noon break (Ten ta tive)

1:15 p.m. - 2:10 p.m. – Pas tor Willmore Gundersen
2:15 p.m. - 3:10 p.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga, 
3:10 p.m. - 3:40 p.m. – Re fresh ment/cof fee Break
3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship,
Hymn/Gos pel Song Singspiration
5:00 p.m. – Sup per at the church – ten ta tive
7:00 p.m. – Eve ning Gos pel Ser vice:  Pas tor Willmore
Gundersen

Re fresh ments/cof fee fol low ing eve ning ser vice

Sunday  (En cour aged to stay & at tend)
Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Class be fore Wor ship
Ser vice 
Wor ship Ser vice (Mt. Sion Lu theran – Kasson) at
10:45 a.m
Pas tor Willmore Gundersen, Guest Speaker
Noon Pot luck Meal at the Church & YOU are very
wel comed as Guest(s).

Wor ship Ser vice (Zion Lu theran – Dex ter) – at 9.00
a.m.
Pas tor Willmore Gundersen, Guest Speaker
Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Class fol low ing

Lodg ing and Res tau rants are very con ve nient in Kasson
for those at tend ing the Hauge Lu theran Spring Bi ble
Con fer ence.  The Mo tel in Kasson is:  Americinn.

Please “PRAYERFULLY” con sider at tend ing & in -
vit ing/bring ing oth ers with YOU!  

“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one an -
other, And the LORD lis tened and heard them; So a
book of re mem brance was writ ten be fore Him For
those who fear the LORD And who med i tate on His
name.”  Malachi 3:16.  

P. S. IF con ve nient: Please bring ‘good ies’ for ‘re fresh -
ment/cof fee times’.  Thank you!

May we be ‘sen si tive’ in re gards to the Lord’s Pres -
ence!


